
The Magna Carta Committee and the Rule of Law 
Institute continue to talk face to face with high 
school students about the importance of the Magna 
Carta to Australia.  We do this at our own expense 
and are the only organisation, public or private, 
doing so.  We do not receive the same publicity for 
this work – but it is essential. 

We had an enthusiastic response from 300 teachers 
to the talks we gave on the Magna Carta at the 
NSW Legal Studies Association Annual Conference 
on 13 March 2015.  Both Nick Clark and Nicholas 
Cowdery AM QC addressed the conference.

The replica of the Magna Carta drew a great 
crowd and we handed out 270 of our Magna Carta 
posters, which means they should be hanging up in 
that many New South Wales schools by now - see 

the second last page of the newsletter for a small 
version of the poster!

In the week commencing 16 March, Nick and Jackie 
Charles were in Brisbane, the Gold Coast and 
Tweed Heads and spoke to around 700 students 
across eight schools on the Magna Carta.

On 20 March they were at Sheldon College in 
Brisbane for the opening of the school’s new 
auditorium and technology centre.  The Governor 
General and other VIPs attended the event and 
their talk on the Magna Carta was streamed live 
to students from the Northern Territory, South 
Australia and rural Queensland.

Speaking  to High School Students about Magna Carta

The 1215 Magna Carta Replica on Display
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His Excellency, Sir Peter Cosgrove, addresses students during 
Nick and Jackie’s seminar.
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This week we launched the teaser page for the Magna 
Carta Legacy website, supported by the Magna Carta 
800th Committee in the UK.

Our illustrator, Alan Chen, has been working on some 
fantastic drawings to bring the stories and ideas from 
Magna Carta to life! 

The website will look at some of the central ideas in 
Magna Carta before presenting four cases studies 
on the legacy of Magna Carta in the legal systems of 
Australia, India, Fiji and Uganda.

The case studies will appear on the website in the 
coming months.

See the teaser at www.magnacartalegacy.org

Magna Carta Legacy Website Teaser

We are planning for our replica of the Magna Carta to 
be displayed around Australia.

For this purpose we had a special table designed 
and constructed.  The replica will stand on the table 
surrounded by activities which engage students.  The 
aim is to combine the serious education of the replica 
with entertainment.

The first display is planned for the High Court on 13 
May 2015 and then will be circulated throughout 
Australia.  Finally returning to the High Court. 

The Magna Carta Replica amidst 
the All England Law Reports

Exhibition of the 1215 Magna Carta in Australia

A free-man is dragged away by 
King John’s goons

http://www.magnacartalegacy.org
http://www.magnacartalegacy.org
http://www.magnacartalegacy.org
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Join us at the State Library of NSW for a Symposium 
about the Magna Carta!

When: Thursday, 7 May 2015 from 10:00 am to 
03:00 pm

Where: Dixson Room Ground Floor, Mitchell 
Library, Macquarie Street , Sydney

Cost: Free

Contact: To book online visit: http://www.sl.nsw.
gov.au/events/events_talks/events/magna_carta_
symposium.html or call the State Library of NSW, 
02-9273-1770, bookings@sl.nsw.gov.au

The signing of Magna Carta in 1215 marked 
an important step in the movement away from 
arbitrary, monarchical rule towards responsible, 
constitutional government. By the end of the 
eighteenth century Englishmen had come to 
believe strongly in the principles of trial by jury 
and no taxation without representation-even if 
the latter took the form of virtual representation. 
These principles were carried to the colony of 
NSW and were at the heart of the movements to 
establish trial by jury and representative (or at least 
consultative) institutions, which commenced within 
two decades of the founding of the colony.

The 800th anniversary of the signing of Magna 
Carta in 2015 provides the appropriate opportunity 
to re-examine this document and its role in British 
and Australian history. In this day long symposium, 
five speakers, including Prof Nick Cowdery, Prof 
David Clark, Prof John Hirst, Dr Rosemary Laing 
and Dr Andrew Tink, will explore the historical and 
contemporary significance of this groundbreaking 
document.

The following is the abstract of Dr Laing’s talk:

“Magna Carta was first sealed and issued in 1215 
but it was reissued on a number of occasions 
during the 13th century, including in a slightly 
revised form from 1225. From these issues, 
23 or 24 copies made at the time of issue have 
survived and been identified. These are regarded 
as “original copies”. It is not widely known that one 
of them resides in Parliament House, Canberra, 
having been bought for the nation in 1952. 
Australia’s copy is one of only two located outside 
of the United Kingdom.
 
The paper retells the story of where the Canberra 
copy came from and how it came to be in its current 
location, including the role played by the Senate 
in influencing that outcome. Yet the significance 
of what we have is not widely appreciated. The 
800th anniversary commemorations provide an 
opportunity to reaffirm the value of what Magna 
Carta represents to us today: respect for the rule 
of law and the role of representative parliaments 
in constraining power by control of the purse 
strings.”

The Committee’s Magna Carta replica will be 
on display at the event as well as items from the 
NSWSL’s collection relating to Magna Carta.

NSW History Council and Magna Carta Symposium

http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/events_talks/events/magna_carta_symposium.html
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/events_talks/events/magna_carta_symposium.html
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/events_talks/events/magna_carta_symposium.html
mailto:bookings%40sl.nsw.gov.au?subject=Booking%20for%20Manga%20Carta%20Symposium
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Business Conference

At the time of the grant of the Magna Carta London 
was the centre of business in England and became the 
strong hold for King John’s opponents.  It, other cities 
and their businessmen were expressly mentioned in 
the following clauses of the Charter: 

Clause 13:  

“And the city of London is to have all its ancient 
liberties and free customs both by land and 
water.  Furthermore, we will and grant that all 
other cities, boroughs, towns and ports will have 
all their liberties and free customs.”

Clause 41:  

“All merchants are to be safe and secure in 
leaving and entering England, and in staying and 
travelling in England, and in staying and travelling 
in England both by land and by water, to buy and 
sell free from all bad tolls, by the ancient and 
rightful customs, except in time of war and if such 
merchants come from a land at war against us.  
And if such are found in our land at the outbreak 
of war, they will be detained without damage 
to their persons or goods until we or our chief 
justiciar know how the merchants of our land are 
treated in the country at war against us, and if 
ours are safe there, the others will be safe in our 
land.”

Today in London, as in Australia, without the Magna 
Carta and its child, the rule of law, there would be no 
basis for transparency and governance in business.  
Law and business are interwoven, contract and 
tort law, maritime law, litigation law are just a few 
examples.  Each one feeds and depends on the other.

The United Nations has this to say of why business 
should concern itself with the rule of law:

“There has been a growing recognition by 
business that it will enjoy greater success in its 
strategic and operational endeavours where the 
rule of law exists – through among other things 
– governance, peace and security.  Business not 
only acknowledges the importance of respecting 

the rule of law but also supporting the rule 
of law – as a complement not substitute 
for government action – by promoting an 
enabling environment for markets and 
societies to flourish and that is consistent 
with international norms and standards.”

Australian business is founded on the rule of law 
and therefore owes much to the Magna Carta.

The Magna Carta Committee is planning to 
organise a business and rule of law conference 
in October 2015.
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On 15 April 2015 Paul Brand will deliver a lecture 
at the University of Melbourne Law School 
entitled “The First Century of the Magna Carta: 
the diffusion of texts and their use and citation 
by litigants, lawyers and justices, 1215-1315”.
Details are at: https://events.unimelb.edu.au/
events/4857-the-first-century-of-the-magna-
carta-the-diffusion-of 

On 22 April 2015 Jim Spigelman will deliver a 
lecture in the Supreme Court of New South Wales 
on the “Magna Carta in the Medieval Context”.  
The lecture will be in the Banco Court Level 13, 
Law Courts Building Queen’s Square, Sydney. 
Email Ms Chris Leondis to reserve a seat: chris_
leondis@courts.nsw.gov.au

On 7 May 2015 the History Council of NSW 
and the Rule of Law Institute will hold a free 
Symposium from 10:00am to 3:00pm at the 
Dixson Room Ground Floor, Mitchell Library, 
Macquarie Street, Sydney.  To book online visit: 
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/events_talks/
events/magna_carta_symposium.html or call the 
State Library of NSW, 02-9273-1770, bookings@
sl.nsw.gov.au

On 13 May 2015 Paul Brand will deliver a lecture 
at the High Court of Australia entitled “Magna 
Carta and the Development of the Common 
Law”.  

Details are at: http://www.hcourt.gov.au/assets/
publications/events/HCA-public-lecture-130515.
pdf 

On 18 May 2015 Paul Brand will deliver a lecture 
at the Australian Academy of Law entitled “Magna 
Carta and the Development of the Common 
Law”.  Details are at: http://www.academyoflaw.
org.au/events?id=35 

Upcoming Public Lectures

https://events.unimelb.edu.au/events/4857-the-first-century-of-the-magna-carta-the-diffusion-of  
https://events.unimelb.edu.au/events/4857-the-first-century-of-the-magna-carta-the-diffusion-of  
https://events.unimelb.edu.au/events/4857-the-first-century-of-the-magna-carta-the-diffusion-of  
mailto:chris_leondis@courts.nsw.gov.au
mailto:chris_leondis@courts.nsw.gov.au
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/events_talks/events/magna_carta_symposium.html
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/events_talks/events/magna_carta_symposium.html
mailto:bookings%40sl.nsw.gov.au?subject=Booking%20for%20Manga%20Carta%20Symposium
mailto:bookings%40sl.nsw.gov.au?subject=Booking%20for%20Manga%20Carta%20Symposium
http://www.historycouncilnsw.org.au/whats-on/post/historys-most-important-document-the-800th-anniversary-of-the-magna-carta/ 
http://www.hcourt.gov.au/assets/publications/events/HCA-public-lecture-130515.pdf  
http://www.hcourt.gov.au/assets/publications/events/HCA-public-lecture-130515.pdf  
http://www.hcourt.gov.au/assets/publications/events/HCA-public-lecture-130515.pdf  
http://www.academyoflaw.org.au/events?id=35 
http://www.academyoflaw.org.au/events?id=35 
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The Magna Carta 800th Anniversary Survey was 
carried out by Ipsos MORI among 17,061 adults 
aged 16 - 65 in 23 countries across the world.  
Using the Ipsos ‘Global Advisor’ monthly survey 
during January 2015, the survey was weighted to 
ensure proper representative of each countries’ 
adult population both demographically and 
geographically by country.  Around 1000 users took 
part in each survey, and responded to questions 
about Magna Carta and – with the exception of 
China – rights they perceived to be under threat in 
their nations today.  

The nations which took part in the survey were:

• Australia
• France 
• Japan
• Spain
• Argentina
• Germany
• Mexico
• Sweden
• Belgium
• Great Britain
• Poland 
• Turkey
• Brazil
• Hungary
• Romania
• USA
• Canada
• India
• Russia 
• China
• Italy 
• South Africa 
It showed that in Australia:
 
• 53% of those surveyed were aware of the 
Magna Carta (as against the international average 
of 39%).  This is a very high percentage, when only 
65% had heard of the Australian Constitution. 

• 36% of those surveyed who had heard of the 
Magna Carta thought that it helped to guarantee 

the rule of law (as against the international average 
of 26%).  Hopefully this is the result of the work of 
the Rule of Law Institute. 
 
This reinforces our belief that there is something 
in the Magna Carta which appeals to the average 
Australian – even though they may never have read 
it – and the importance of promoting it. 

Poll on Public Awareness of the Magna Carta
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Gifts to Magna Carta Committee Now Tax Deductible

The Australian Tax Office has advised that gifts 
to Australia’s Magna Carta Public Fund are tax 
deductible.

Donations to the Public Fund must be used only for 
the following purposes:

1. To preserve and promote Australia’s Magna 
Carta as an important historical document in 
Australia’s history and culture;

2. To educate and inform how the Magna Carta and 
its predecessors have impacted and contributed 
to the history and culture of Australia;

3. To promote the celebration of the granting of 
the first Magna Carta on 15 June 2015 and its 
current relevance in Australia’s culture. 

The Committee welcomes gifts to the fund.
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Australian Magna Carta Events 2015

The following lectures, symposiums and events are scheduled to take place in 2015 in Australia.

April 15 - Paul Brand lecture at Melbourne
University - Melbourne University

April 22 - Address at Supreme Court of NSW 
“Magna Carta in its Medieval  Context” by Jim 
Spigelman

April - Launch of video of Magna Carta - Rule of 
Law Institute of Australia

April - Publication of Updated booklet on the  
Magna Carta - Australian Senate  

April - Publication of New Edition of J.C.Holt 
“Magna Carta”

May 7 - History Council of NSW symposium on the 
Magna Carta at NSW State Library, Nick Cowdery 
one of the speakers - History Council of NSW and 
Rule of Law Institute of Australia

May 13 - Paul Brand lecture at High Court – High 
Court of Australia

May 13 - Exhibition at the High Court of the Replica 
of the Magna Carta

May 18 - Paul Brand lecture at the Australian 
Academy of Law - Rule of Law Institute of 
Australia 

June 8 - Medieval Fair Exhibition of Museum of 
Australian Democracy - Museum of Australian 
Democracy

June 14 - Magna Carta celebration at Magna
Carta Place in Canberra with Federal Guard
Canberra - Magna Carta Committee and Rule of 
Law Institute of Australia

June 14 - Celebration of Magna Carta at St James 
Church, Sydney - St James Church and Rule of Law 
Institute of Australia

June 15/16 - Conference on Magna Carta and
liberty Campion College, Toongabbie, Sydney - 
Campion College

June 18 and 19 - National Access to Justice and 
Pro Bono Conference in Sydney - Law Council of 
Australia

June 24 - Speech by Prime Minister on Magna 
Carta (British High Commission Magna Carta 
Oration) - British High Commission

June - Launch of Oliver Freeman’s Book – Law 
Council of Australia

June - Australian Senate Occasional Lecture on 
Magna Carta - The Australian Senate

July 10-11 - Judicial Independence in Australia 
Conference – University of Queensland TC Beirne 
School of Law, sponsored by the Rule of Law 
Institute of Australia

30 October - Senate Symposium, Dyson Heydon 
one of the speakers - Australian Senate and the 
Rule of Law Institute of Australia

October - Planned business conference on the 
importance of the rule of law
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Magna Carta Books and Merchandise

The following pages are from the Magna Carta 
800th Newsletter Issue 14, April 2015.

There is also an article published by Smithsonian.
com with links to an extensive array of “Magna 
Carta kitsch” - see: 

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/
history/ridiculous-world-magna-carta-
kitsch-180954515/

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/ridiculous-world-magna-carta-kitsch-180954515/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/ridiculous-world-magna-carta-kitsch-180954515/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/ridiculous-world-magna-carta-kitsch-180954515/
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800th Commemorative Merchandise

Check our Exclusive Magna Carta deal at:
www.radissonblu-edwardian.com/magnacarta

Magna Carta Facsimile
£1500

Script Black Mug
£6

Tea Towel  
£6

Gold Metal 
Keyring 

£6

Gold Metal 
Cufflinks

£10

Black 
Umbrella 

£20

Silver Money 
Clip
£90

Polo Top 
£25

The Seal of 
Magna Carta 

Replica
£20

USB Drive
£8

Pen & Notebook
£45

3We have a wide range of Magna Carta 800th commemorative 
products available for sale at our exclusive online shop: 

www.magnacarta800th.com/shop 

You are able to purchase single items or large quantities and our  
production partners are happy to discuss trade supplies and co-branding 
opportunities. A proportion of the sale from every purchase goes to the 

Magna Carta Trust to support the 800th commemoration activities.

Rugby Top 
£30

Laptop Bag 
£20

The Great 
Charter of the 
Liberties of 

England Book 
£13

Gold Metal 
Lapel Pin 

£6

http://www.themerchandisingshop.co.uk/shop/shop/product_detail.php?multishop=true&shopid=562&itemid=9976
http://www.themerchandisingshop.co.uk/shop/shop/product_detail.php?multishop=true&shopid=562&itemid=9224
http://www.magnacarta800th.com/
http://www.themerchandisingshop.co.uk/shop/shop/product_detail.php?multishop=true&shopid=562&itemid=9566
http://www.themerchandisingshop.co.uk/shop/shop/product_detail.php?multishop=true&shopid=562&itemid=9223
http://www.themerchandisingshop.co.uk/shop/shop/product_detail.php?multishop=true&shopid=562&itemid=9236
http://www.themerchandisingshop.co.uk/shop/shop/product_detail.php?multishop=true&shopid=562&itemid=9897
http://www.themerchandisingshop.co.uk/shop/shop/product_detail.php?multishop=true&shopid=562&itemid=9227
http://www.themerchandisingshop.co.uk/shop/shop/product_detail.php?multishop=true&shopid=562&itemid=9229
http://www.themerchandisingshop.co.uk/shop/shop/product_detail.php?multishop=true&shopid=562&itemid=9261
http://www.themerchandisingshop.co.uk/shop/shop/product_detail.php?multishop=true&shopid=562&itemid=9262
http://www.themerchandisingshop.co.uk/shop/shop/product_detail.php?multishop=true&shopid=562&itemid=9601
http://www.themerchandisingshop.co.uk/shop/shop/product_detail.php?multishop=true&shopid=562&itemid=9237
http://www.themerchandisingshop.co.uk/shop/shop/product_detail.php?multishop=true&shopid=562&itemid=9263
http://www.themerchandisingshop.co.uk/shop/shop/product_detail.php?multishop=true&shopid=562&itemid=9235
http://www.themerchandisingshop.co.uk/shop/shop/product_detail.php?multishop=true&shopid=562&itemid=9987
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Books
There are many books being released this year to 
mark the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta. All 
books here can be viewed, with more information 
provided, on our books section on our website.

Magna Carta: The Foundation of 
Freedom 1215-2015
Magna Carta: Nicholas Vincent, Editor and 
Contributor, Third Millennium Publishing,  
(1 April 2015) £24.50 pb, £29.50 hb

With Nicholas Vincent leading off with the law before 
Magna Carta, Plantagenet tyranny, King John, etc., joining 
with other leading Magna Carta scholars, including David 
Carpenter, Anthony Musson, Justin Champion, Joyce Lee 
Malcolm (on America’s entrenchment) and others plus 
outstanding illustrations, this book is the gold standard of 
the breadth and depth of both a fabulous ‘coffee table’ 
book and serious scholarship. 

Outstandingly written and illustrated. Makes a splendid gift.

Packed with facts, understanding and 
intricacies of the XIII Century, plus before 
and after, focussing on Magna Carta, this 
110 page paperback fits neatly into pocket 

and purse, and is ideal for an overall sweep of what was 
going on, where, by who, and when of the start of what we 
now know as Magna Carta’s victories on the battlefields 
of the barons’ wars, the negotiations with Bad King John, 
its failure as a peace treaty and eventual success as ‘the 
greatest constitutional document of all time’.  

Best read for a broad look at the Great Charter.

Magna Carta: A Very Short Introduction
Nicholas Vincent, Oxford University Press 
(2012) £5.99

Carpenter’s peers describe him as ‘the real 
deal’, who together with Vincent are the 
top rank of today’s Magna Carta scholars.  

This 2nd edition of this Penguin Classic breaks new 
ground. 

A definitive work, comprehensive, and is brilliantly 
structured.   

Magna Carta 
David Carpenter, Penguin Classics (2015) 
£7.69

Chronologically told story, background starting 
with that ‘great and terrible King’, Henry II, 

John’s father, the birth of the ideas of the Baron’s Charter, 
Magna Carta as a failed peace treaty, its slow resurrection 
and today’s mutation. The appendices are worth the price 
of the book: I Texts, Latin and English; II the men of Magna 
Carta; III Enforcers, the 25 Barons; IV Timeline.

Told in detail, but an easy read.

Magna Carta: The Making and Legacy of 
The Great Charter 
Dan Jones, Head of Zeus (2014) £10.49

Excellent contributions including Igor Judge 
on William Marshal, one of the forgotten 
men of history.  On his death in 1219 in his 
funeral oration the Archbishop of Canterbury 
described Marshal as “the greatest knight 

that ever lived”. Others include Dick Howard’s Magna Carta 
American Journey, Lady Justice Arden’s Magna Carta and 
the Judges, Caroline Harris, King John and Magna Carta in 
Popular Culture.

American perspective, foreword by Chief Justice Roberts.

Magna Carta: Muse & Mentor 
Randy Holland, Ed., Library of Congress 
(2014) £50/$55.20

Magna Carta Uncovered
Anthony Arlidge and Igor Judge, Hart 
Publishing (2014) £22.50

From the pens of two senior QCs who 
have for many years had a serious interest 
in Magna Carta.  Nicely structured with a 
most useful timeline, laying out compact 

descriptions of the principal players, King John, William 
Marshal, Stephen Langton, and the Rebel Barons, an 
excellent chapter on London, a succeeding chapters following 
The Great Charter’s passage through the centuries.  

Excellent, forensic, and entertaining.

Magna Carta: Law, Liberty, Legacy
Claire Breay and Julian Harrison
The British library Publishing Divisions, 2nd 
Edition (17 February 2011) £19.99

Contributions from Nicholas Vincent, David 
Carpenter, Justin Champion, Alexander Lock 

and many others.  Summing up: concludes that what we 
commemorate in 2015 “remains, indeed, not just a ‘great’ 
Charter but the greatest Charter of them all”. 

Comprehensively illustrated. 

http://www.magnacarta800th.com/
http://magnacarta800th.com/schools/books/
http://magnacarta800th.com/schools/books/
http://magnacarta800th.com/schools/books/
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As written as sympathetic a book about 
King John as one could muster. King 

John was successful at fundraising, but failed as a 
father, brother, son, in battle, in justice, in management 
above all. He alienated his family, his followers, the 
common people and all the media that existed at that 
time. Well documented.  

“Did he deserve to be called ‘Bad King John’? No, he 
was much worse than that”.

King John: Treachery, Tyranny and the 
Road to Magna Carta 
Mark Morris, Hutchinson (March, 2015) 
£13.99

William Marshal was one of the two 
defining characters in the middle of the action over 
many years, King John’s loyal retainer near his end, 
but originally was a trusted member of John’s mother, 
Eleanor, who’d saved his life early on.  Late in life 
when John died, William became guardian to his nine 
year old son and overcoming the boy’s opposition, 
reissued the Charter, after its being declared null by 
Pope Innocent III.

Read about the Greatest Knight who ever lived.

The Greatest Knight: The Remarkable 
Life of William Marshal, the Power 
Behind Five English Thrones 
Thomas Ashbridge, Simon and 
Schuster UK (2015)

Biographies For Children

The Magna Carta Chronicle, written as if the day 
following the “King’s Fate sealed at Runnymede”, 
by the ‘Royal Correspondent’ on 16 June 1215, to 
“Crowds gather to mark 800 years in the fight for 
freedom and rights” by the home affairs correspondent, 
Runnymede, Windsor, June 16, 2015 – spectacular 
illustrated time line of 800 years of the Rule of Law and 
human rights.

Fantastic timeline, fun and informative, 11-14 year olds.

Magna Carta Chronicle: Young 
Person’s Guide to 800 Years in 
the Fight for Freedom 
Christopher Lloyd and Patrick 
Skipworth
What on Earth Publishing 
(Launching 21 April 2015)
www.whatonearthbooks.com £8.99

Written and illustrated by kids for 
kids, explaining what Magna Carta 
is all about and why it is important, 
in a style suitable for 6-8 year olds 
and for parents and grandparents.

Suggested contribution £5, from 
www.guyfox.org.uk

History Rocks, Magna Carta! 
Kourtney Harper, Guy Fox 
(Launching 20 April 2015).

http://www.magnacarta800th.com/
http://www.whatonearthbooks.com
http://www.guyfox.org.uk
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